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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Asst. Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to the duty to disclose material information, attached is a copy of PTO 
Form-1449, with a copy of the references available in the parent file of Serial No. 09/273,792 filed 
March 22, 1999, or in U.S. Patent No. 5,885,314, issued March 23, 1999, or in U.S. Patent No. 
5,632,791, issued May 27, 1997. 
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R+B Filter GmbH, Clean air is our business 
WAM Corporation, Dust Collectors 
Stanelle, Pneu-Fi 

Mahle Industriefilter, Das Mahle Industrie-Filter-Programm 
S.A.V.I.O. Officine s.r.l., Elettrofiltro Serie Plifilter 
Polipleet Filter Elements of MAC Equipment, Inc. 
MAC RTC Filter MACartridge Style 

Discovery Materials from U.S. District Court for the Western District 
of Missouri, styled BHA Group v. Midwesco; Civil Action 
No. 97-0796-CV-W-4, including deposition transcripts of 
Clements, Thill, Kauffinan and Oussoren and Exhibits 1-70. 
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Additionally, the Examiner is informed that prior filter cartridges offered for sale by 
the applicants included a cartridge having a pleated filter media, an interior cylindrical support, a 
closed bottom end and a molded upper end. 

In one prior art embodiment, the upper end was molded of rigid material and had bolt 
holes through the flange overlying the tube sheet in order to attach the filter cartridge to the tube 
sheet by means of threaded bolts. The pleat pack itself was sized to extend upwardly through the 
tube sheet opening to register with the flange on top of the tube sheet. A sealing gasket was disposed 
between the bottom surface of the flange and the upper surface of the tube sheet to effect a seal of 
the filter cartridge against the tube sheet. 

In a second prior art embodiment, the upper end was formed of two different molded 
components -- one such component was rigid to bond to the pleat pack and the other component was 
moderately flexible to engage the tube sheet. The interface or margin between the rigid and flexible 
components thus occurred approximately at the upper end of the pleat pack. Removal problems 
were encountered with this filter cartridge and numerous manufacturing difficulties were 
experienced. 

Although both of the foregoing embodiments of filter cartridges represent prior art 
to the subject matter of this invention, neither embodiment disclosed the unitary construction, 
structural configuration or flexible feature, alone or in combination, as set forth in the claims of this 
application. 



3 



It is respectfully requested that the foregoing references be made of record in the 



above-identified application and considered by the Examiner during the prosecution thereof. 



SHOOK, HARDY & BACON, L.L.P. 

One Kansas City Place 

1200 Main Street 

Kansas City, MO 64105-2118 

816-474-6550p 



Respectfully submitted. 




Joseph B. Bowman 
Reg. No. 25807 
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